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	As polarization increased in Latin America in the framework of the Cold War and as the local doctrines of National Security were enforced through military dictatorships, the phenomenon of political exile and translocation spread beyond the boundaries of the political elites and became a mass phenomenon. Since mid-20th century, tens of thousands of Chileans, Uruguayans, Argentineans, Brazilians, Paraguayans, Guatemalans, Salvadoreans and Cubans among others felt forced to leave their home countries as result of political repression and fear of persecution, in addition to other personal and economic considerations.   
	Following a transregional and continental approach, our claim is threefold. First, that exile constituted a major mechanism for defining the changing rules of the political game. Second, that exile was a mechanism especially suited to regulate the inner struggle of elites in the new polities. Third, that it reflected a trade off between the will to rule in an authoritarian way, based on exclusion of political oppositions and the unwillingness to conduct such struggle through executions, in a form that would lead to mounting violence, in a zero-sum game of physical elimination. The very existence of the new polities could be thus be endangered, in the framework of escalating civil wars. In this framework, exile both reflected processes of political transformation and was a constitutive factor in defining the new rules of Spanish American politics.  
	Theoretically, this approach suggests that political exile is dynamic, evolving in parallel to processes of political institutionalization and de-institutionalization and to the reformulation of political ground rules. It indicates as well that exile is both the result of political processes and a constitutive factor of some political systems. 
	With the consolidation of Spanish rule and the establishment of new administrative jurisdictions, destierro was increasingly used to translocate individuals within and across American lands, sending people who were perceived as endangering social peace into marginal or far away lands. In mid-17th century people were expelled from Quito and Peru to Chile, and by the end of the century they were kept in the prison of Valdivia. Others were sent intermittently to Guayaquil, and until 1750 many were placed in the Isla de Piedra, where they were subjected to forced labor.  
	Under conditions of lack of manpower, translocation thus served both the function of sending the offender far away from his or her community and providing marginal areas with costless labor sources. Borderlands such as Chile, where war was waged against the Indians, benefitted from the forced translocation of individuals who reinforced the military defense of the Spanish settlers.  
	From Mexico individuals were mainly sentenced to forced labor in the Philippines and in other regions of Spanish America, particularly Puerto Rico, where they were drafted in the construction of fortresses and other public services. In late 18th century desterrados were also forcefully enrolled into the colonial army, which suffered from acute lack of manpower. 
	In parallel, translocation served as a social valve of escape. Michael Scardaville has conducted a sociological analysis of crime and the urban poor in Mexico City in late colonial times, finding that the sentence of translocation was mainly used against those found guilty of incontinencia, i.e. lack of sexual restraint, and of violation of the night curfiew. There was a positive correlation between young and bachellor offenders and the use of translocation. In addition, translocation was used particularly against people originally from beyond the city boundaries, i.e. migrants from the provinces. Furthermore, many more Indians and mestizos were punished than whites, thus indicating once more that, in this context of social impropriety, translocation was reluctantly applied to people well connected and firmly established in the community.  
	In connection with the Indian populations, since the 16th century, many sentences of translocation originated in the Church, being issued especially by those clergymen charged with the extirpation of idolatry in the Andean region in the 17th century.  
	There are indications that in cases of severe gravity, such as rebellions, people expected translocation rather than the death penalty if those involved were Indians. The failed movement of Túpac Amaru in 1780 provides a good indication of the different punishments reserved for individuals of ‘ethnic’ background. As the prosecution opened the case in January 1781, it charged the leaders with the crime of ‘treason to the king’ and asked for the death penalty against them, on the basis of Castilian laws. The defense argued for lenient penalties on the basis of the prefential treatment that Spanish laws granted Indians, invoking Indian [Spanish-American] laws, according to which natives were considered minors and ignorants. Such distinction had precedents in a 1550 law, included in the Recopilación of laws of 1680. In mid-17th century, the bishop of Quito, Alonso de la Peña Montenegro, explained that the “rustic and simple nature of the Indians force the judges to use all possible piety in punishing their crimes.”  
	On the basis of materials from the Audiencia of Quito between 1650 and 1750, Tamar Herzog reflected on the significance of destierro, indicating that that sentence was used to “translocate the problem (the prisoner) to another jurisdiction with the idea that afar away from home and from the land of origin, he could be better controled, as the community of destination would be less scrupulous in punishing him, as a stranger, and therefore could use freely the whole spectrum of punishment measures.” Translocation reinforced an image of swift and efficient administration, achieved with little investment and at low costs. In parallel, the use of such mechanism also shows that justice was conditioned by the nature of small and closely knit communities, which were unable to punish their transgressors in situ and found easier to transfer the the ‘problem’ to another area. Far away, social networks would not stand in the way of justice. 
	Translocation was thus a compromise solution, a trade-off between the will to punish and the limited capacity or will of the social and administrative system to do it rigourously and in harsher terms. It left from the start wide space for personal decisions. And it created a tradition in which local authorities enjoyed discretion to send away individuals who endangered local stability.  
	The use of translocation was very widespread and permeated local culture, establishing a strong precedent for political exile. In the process of disintegration of the empire, this possibility remained open to those rebels who were part of the social elites and was denied those rebels belonging to the popular classes and lower ethnic groups. Thus, in the early 1780s, neither the mestizo José Gabriel Condorcanqui (Tupac Amaru) nor the mestizo or perhaps mulatto José Antonio Galán were granted the privilege or ‘doubt’ of exile granted to members of the social elite. Both Galán and Túpac Amaru were executed after their rebellions failed in New Granada and Peru, respectively. Contrastingly, the option of translocation could be granted to rebels of upper class origins, within the background of hierarchical lines of distinction. As illustration we have selected for analysis the cases of Simón Bolívar in Venezuela, the Carrera brothers in Chile, Francisco de Paula Santander in Colombia, and Agustín de Iturbide in Mexico.  
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